
Using CNN NewSource 
       (adapted from CNN NewSource handouts) 

 
 
LOG IN TO THE CNN 

NEWSOURCE WEBSITE  

 

1. Open Internet Explorer 7+, Firefox 3+ or Safari 3+.  

 

2. Go to http://newsource.cnn.com   

 

3. Disable your browser’s pop-up blocker  

 

4. Log in with the CNN Newsource provided username and password: 

 USERNAME:  SCU 

 PASSWORD:  covet 

 

NOTE: as part of the following download process, you may be asked to accept/install some 

small applets; say YES and install them.  

 

5. You can preview video available for download from the main page of the Newsource 

website. There is a large preview window and two rows of additional videos. Clicking once 

on a frame grab will load that video into the main viewer.  

 

 

http://newsource.cnn.com/


6. You can change the theme for each row of videos by clicking on the drop-down menu and 

selecting a different topic. You can also scroll right in each row to see additional videos. 

 
7. To see the full details of an item, click on the “Story Details” button to the right of the 

large viewer. This will allow you to view all metadata and request a download of an item.  

 

8. If you know you want to download an item you are previewing, you can click on the 

“Download Item” button under “Story Details.” This will take you to the Oasis 

Download Manager where you will select the desired format and download destination.  

 

9. To go from the Newsource home page to an Oasis interface to see all videos, click on the 

“SEE ALL VIDEOS” link on the top left of the main page.  

 

10. To see scripts on the Newsource site, click on “SEE ALL SCRIPTS” in the upper left 

corner of the page.  

 

• NOTE: Oasis does not have a direct login option. Should you log out or get logged out of 

the site, you must come back to the CNN Newsource website to return to the Oasis 

homepage.  

 
 

BITCENTRAL OASIS SCREEN OVERVIEW  

There are four major sections to the CNN Newsource - Bitcentral Oasis webpage. It looks a 

lot like Pathfire used to. 

 

 

 



Section 1: The list of available content occupies the center of the screen.  

 
Section 2: Basic, Advanced and Category search or filtering options are located on the left 

side of the page.  

 

Section 3: Customize Page Layout, Download Manager, Request Manager, Mini-viewer and 

Help buttons are located in the upper right corner of the page. The Help button (Question 

Mark) is where you can find the User Manual, QuickStart Guide, Contact Information and 

FAQs.  

 

Section 4: “Request” and “Add to Request List” buttons are located on the lower right 

side of the page.  

 
 

PREVIEW ITEMS AND REQUEST DOWNLOAD  

 

From the Oasis homepage, there are two ways to preview story video and metadata, 

including scripts and supers.  

 

 When on the Oasis main view, click once on the Mini-viewer button in the upper right 

corner of the page. This will temporarily hide the categories along the left side of the 

page. Clicking once on an item in the list will place that item in the Mini-viewer and 

begin playing a preview. Within the Mini-viewer you can request the item, conduct a 

proxy edit and see script and additional metadata. Close the Mini-viewer by clicking 

the camera icon again or the small “X” above the preview video.  

 

 
 

 

2. You can also preview an item from the Oasis main view by double clicking on a slug to 

open the Story Details page. Here you can preview the item, proxy edit, view metadata or 

request a download.  

 



3. To exit the Story Details page, click the “Close” button at the bottom or the “X” beside 

Story Details in the upper left. This will return you to the main Oasis webpage.  

 

4. To add the video to your Request List, click the “Add to List” button.  

 

5. To begin a download of the selected video, click the “Request” button.  

 

 
 

 

6. When you click on “Request,” a new window will open and allow you to select the 

desired video format and download destination.  

 

7. To begin a download: 

 choose this video BROADCAST FORMAT:  SD 4:3 NTSC 

 choose the location for download –- MUST NOT BE THE C:\ DRIVE OR DESKTOP!!! 

Use your external drive -- and click the “Request” button.  

 

 
 

E:\MyExternalDrive 



*NOTE: The first time you request a video, you will be prompted to install a Java applet 

called Signiant. Click the “Run” button to install the applet on your system. Check the 

“Always trust content from this publisher” box.  

 

 
 

PROXY (PARTIAL) DOWNLOADS  

You can request a portion of a video by clicking on the “Proxy Video Edit” button below 

the video screen in Mini-viewer or large preview window.  

 

1. Mark in and out points. Click the play button to preview the selection.  

 

 



2. When you click on “Request,” a new window will open and allow you to select the format 

(SD 4:3 NTSC) and download destination for the proxy edit.  

 

DOWNLOAD MANAGER  

 

1. When you request a download, the Download Manager window opens in a new window. 

The “Status” column will say “Complete” when your item has been successfully downloaded.  

 

2. The status of any previously requested item will be available in the Download Manager 

window for 72 hours.  

 

3. Remove an item from the download list by clicking on the (X) next to the item.  

 

4. Re-start a download by clicking on the green circle next to the item.  

 

 
 

REQUEST MANAGER  

 

1. When you add an item to a Request List, it is saved for future download.  

 

 

2. You can re-order queued items by clicking on the “Request Manager” icon on the main 

Oasis screen. When the Request Manager window opens, click in the box beside an item 

you wish to move. On the right side of the window, click the up or down arrows to move 

that item’s placement.  

 

 

 
 



3. If you select the check box above the top item in the Request Manager, it will select all 

items in your list. Choose your desired download destination and format(s) and then click 

“Request” to send all items to the Download Manager and start a download.  

 

 
 

 

4. Remember to LOGOFF of CNN NewSource when done!!! 

 

 

 

 

 


